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CSB — Ignatius Catholic Study Bible — Hebrews
CCSS — Cath Commentary on Sacred Scriptures
on Hebrews, Mary Healy

NJBC — New Jerome Biblical Commentary

SN = Special notes NAB = New American Bible
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Special Notes

1. Faith is not merely a personal reaching out towards things to come that are still totally absent:
it gives us something. It gives us even now something of the reality we are waiting for, and
this present reality constitutes for us a “proof” of the things that are still unseen. Faith draws
the future into the present, so that it is no longer simply a “not yet”. The fact that this future
exists changes the present; the present is touched by the future reality, and thus the things of
the future spill over into those of the present and those of the present into those of the future
(BXVI, On Christian Hope, n.7).

2. [I]tis faith that allows individuals to give consummate expression to their own freedom. Put
differently, freedom is not realized in decisions made against God. For how could it be an
exercise of true freedom to refuse to be open to the very reality which enables our self-
realization? Men and women can accomplish no more important act in their lives than the act
of faith; it is here that freedom reaches the certainty of truth and chooses to live in that truth
(St. JPII, On the Relationship Between Faith and Reason, n.13).

3. The world and all that happens within it, including history and the fate of peoples, are
realities to be observed, analysed and assessed with all the resources of reason, but without
faith ever being foreign to the process. Faith intervenes not to abolish reason's autonomy nor
to reduce its scope for action, but solely to bring the human being to understand that in these
events it is the God of Israel who acts. Thus the world and the events of history cannot be
understood in depth without professing faith in the God who is at work in them... Therefore,
reason and faith cannot be separated without diminishing the capacity of men and women to
know themselves, the world and God in an appropriate way (Ibid, n. 16).

4. Deprived of what Revelation offers, reason has taken side-tracks which expose it to the

danger of losing sight of its final goal. Deprived of reason, faith has stressed feeling and
experience, and so run the risk of...withering into myth or superstition (Ibid, n.48).
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